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Analysing The Principles And Functions of The
Malaysian Monarchy During Periods of Political Crisis

NG Wan Wei

School of International Relations, Xiamen University, China

Abstract

This article examines the relationship between Malaysia’s political development and
the monarchy’s role, emphasizing the monarch’s influence in the political transformation
process. Although the political situation from 2018 to 2022 was chaotic, society was
relatively orderly, it is reflecting the monarchy’s function and role. In other words, while
a power struggle among political elites resulted in a change of regime and led to the new
structure of Barisan Nasional, Pakatan Harapan, and Perikatan Nasional into
confrontation, it did not lead to political violence and social disorder. This result can be
attributed to the federal constitution of the country that regulates the systems of monarchy
and democracy. Political parties and elites are willing to follow constitutional principles
and respect the arbitration results of the Malay rulers, who serve as the supreme head of
state. Additionally, multi-party competition has led to the elite’s abuse of power and the
rise of ideological extremism, which challenges society’s diverse interests. As a result,
people are increasingly shifting their frustrations and concerns about politics toward
hoping monarch or Malay rulers act as a stabilizing force to maintain social order and
curb extremism. However, this article also pays attention to the fundamental democratic
dilemma: that overreliance on the monarchy as a counterweight to elite democracy could
lead to an imbalance of power favouring the monarch. That also reflects a political reality
of Malaysia: the dominance of elites in establishing democratic rules while grassroots
citizen power remains weak.

Keywords: federal crisis, principles of monarchy, political elites, the role of monarchy in
political transition of Malaysia, reflection of democracy
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ALY 2 Hy R VG WA SR BUR T 78 1 SCiik . 2018 452 Ly ok 0 W [ AL N BT
BREMKY—F, NRETIERGIELSR T HRARMTEE 61 FFHBRL. 5
Muhamad M. N. Nadzri fJ50#7, EFERZME RS 1R 5 HSI7E D S H Ay
SR 2 A S N JE 3 Bl 5mAk, T E R AT R ARG R, FHE R
T B AR N 75 BRI B, DL RS BALEE BRI T A RS 5HEBUE )
S /7 (Nadzri, 2018). SR, B RZEREABIPHEE 5] K BUBUEHL. James Chin %}
RN T8, BT REH D RN SERHES T S5IED KN o ZBUARL]
(James Chin, 2020). i, DoRPEH “ e C” 2 R 3R 2R B R
%, 4 Dettman T siPF, BrBUMRHRTEASNE M SO Z, R R —SIERE
PG, #RAER T ULERTE . 2 T7EBr i [ RE, U ) 50 ] SO ] 5 R R 28
M (Dettman, 2020) .

2020 FEBUE ;4B AR A BBUEHL, 2 E S0 4500 ik
AT, HFMEEEEREICT BB e B A AR S ) A A5 HT (R 21
WA L, RALE AR S R AIE B A B8R v

SR, HEALE RIS 1 E YGRS 52 F45E . Azmil Tayeb H45 F 4
FAEM AP — EEMBAEANESS: =, Bz (COVID-19) %
EAE; . Ay E R A SRR AT T G B BORU A A, RS IR
BURF” FE% (Azmil Tayeb, 2021). B A LA 2 4 KA [ K K S0RA DLk
B [E S AMEAE B

HeAh, KRFASXE FEIETE, 752 Mohd Irwan Syazli Saidin [ & LI 7
HREEEYIN T 14 L4, AT ERF 20204£2 A 23 HE 3 5 1 B
T, HAH 60.6%% 15 # R HIELEIT LR A0, F¢ B E B R
NRBHAOMAFRIRINFE &k 86%HI % Vi INEE K uHE KIE 1T A REH
(Saidin, 2023). FhLTTE, ANRMNBUEEHLH WAL 1 5 R P8R 3237 58 6 1 m]
ER, B E BRI B/ B oo IR K a2 2 T AE R AR

A, AL T SR PG M A SR A 0 Sk, B RIS IR
HEMEEM S INE, CLURE XN RIFE KBRS X —50 P A ook,
BwE ER SRS IEREIEERPHE. BugS5ita. RS &ES T
W ZE 5, ., X oot 2 T AR .
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JE[E E— N EE g i T LRSS ER, IR SR BRI R R, 5
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By XPE A AR R 2 (AR AT B A o DR ok N SR A 2 s
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NFE, B E R SN B ARG AP e S EA—E#l2& HA4
BN, HAESAOE A S aEFE SR AES (Milner, 2011; 2012),
HF2K “Ook” 2R m W S5 E R ARG, =M 18 e KU, KK
WT P i BAERE R T HoAth s X & B2 8 (Milner, 2011).
BT R RE ], HoR RGO “ HokiB” AR P E R 4 ) B 2R
K, BN T PRI S e g C Dok NRUEXT 37 T as B AR . ¢

THRGERE, Dok A SN EI AR B T AR, BT 1R T E AN
FE Okt AL Ft A5 CAriffing 1993, p.52-53), 11 S I 4E47 5 sk AR 25 1 AR GE 00
AT GEEE I “ D 2RkAE 2 S B MR 7 (Chandra,1979, p.64).
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Ismail, 2012), IX{E—EFEEE L REBE ISR I A 0 b .
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NIRRT A IR, B NEE MY T 2010 SFHEAT “— A EoRpEAE”
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20184E 5 H 9O H, HoRVGIEEE 14 A E KIESLI 7B S . 7 8 wisE &
222 FEPHHT 104 155, FTIC4ERE 61 SFEUN R EIFEBUR . AR 104 i, AIEEE
TN S0 5 42 1, WUE e L3 AL & mm 11 EAL 13 . 2T ERE ) 5
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142



Rk
wR DAL EEEBUARVTHITERN S8

Zr Lk, A MR B A 2, DLRROIRAINGE S 1, 09 2020 S5k
AN AR R . RETTEMILRICT N E M ER S EARE G, HLbs L
BUSE S A R o T AR A BE A HERA BRI, (E TR AU JEE . 53,
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Wi 1 GEia A AT XU AR )7 3, A MR A a S .

R By 8 I BEBLAE O — MR e SR R4 . i 22 8OO e LI R
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BORF R AN &, AT AT . 5340, ShoRPENEER G IRSE LSS 32 402 38 e, MR ERTH A
Z LB O AN AT TR AT YR, 1058 =+ DU S50 iR i C ¥ R IRAT AT AT AR St it 3 1
WAL, B 22 20 AR A R At G B MR B IS . B SR ATE RS 3D; BR Tk
ITEFVI, o E MRAREE SR E L H L FE R TIPS B 15 H.

W A RS F s (MKD 02 ALl I AT

143



SREATFSUET, E+8, F—H 20245
Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture, Vol. 12, No. 1 (2024)

A, FETHEIEGMAGIEN, ST b E AU A AT B s A,
BIE AR T, B SO0 E SRR BUE AT, TR AR IR IR eIk 5E 43 258
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2009 AR R B M RBUEHIE, FEFMNFAFPHEL T FEAT N 5K B e F il
SEPHERSE R, AMEESR KRR MBUR R &, WA WEFE AR
T, ey 1 EFESCRAE RN S R, Ak i PR DL E IR PO, IR
Pl RAMEB T REEM, SHRELFENTRE. SR ANE RS
(SUHAKAM). BUAEF AR drhiyd gL, /7 B FE il Abdul Hamid Pawanteh
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